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By Dom Fimiano 

Long Beach Fire Chief Griff Skellie’s 
work to purchase a new fire truck to re-
place Fire Truck 5 has been approved by 
the Long Beach Mayor and Board of Al-
derman, who say a new fire engine with 
the latest technology will be a welcome 
upgrade to the fleet. 

Truck 5 has provided dependable 
service for approximately twenty-two 
years.  In the interim period, Pumper 3 
is being housed at Central Station and 
will be relocated to another Long Beach 
fire station when the new engine arrives 
in 2022, and Truck 5 is being used as a 
reserve truck. 

The purchase of a new fire truck will 
cost $519,000. Chief Skellie stated the 
new truck purchase is within the Fire 
Department’s budget, and all funds will 
come directly from the Mississippi In-
surance Commission Fire Rebate Fund.

The Long Beach Fire Department has 

Special to Long Beach Breeze 

October 3-10 will bring the annual influx of Cruisin’ the Coast 
participants, and Long Beach will again host a portion of the 
fun, which extends all across the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

Each day, Cruisers can be viewed on the USM Front 
Lawn, and residents are also likely to see them Cruisin’ 
the Strip, also known as Jeff Davis Avenue.

On Monday, the Cruisin’ the Coast kickoff parade 
begins in Long Beach at 5:30 p.m. It is open to reg-
istered vehicles only, with the first six hundred to ar-
rive being in the parade. Line up begins at 1 p.m. at 
Long Beach High School.

Following the parade, there will be live music fea-
turing the Tip Tops at Long Beach Harbor, from 6 
until 9 p.m.

On Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings, from 7 
until 10 a.m., there will be a Country Cruisin’ Breakfast 
at the Long Beach Yacht Club.

For more information about the event schedule and activ-
ities, visit www.CruisinTheCoast.com.

contracted with E-ONE for the purchase 
of the new fire engine. It will take them 
ten to twelve months to complete the 
work order and safety test the new truck. 
The new fire engine will be very similar 

to Truck 1, a 2013 model located at Cen-
tral Station.  The new fire truck will be 
fully equipped, carrying about 500 gal-
lons of water, all the necessary tools for 
fighting a fire, a set of extrication tools, 
and all necessary medical equipment to 
keep firefighters safe and anyone requir-
ing assistance on a call. 

“Most trucks hold 500 gallons of wa-
ter, some a little more, for an initial fire 
attack,” said Assistant Chief George 

Byrd. “The first crew is fighting the fire, 
and the next truck is laying the hose and 
hooking to the hydrant to supply the first 
truck with water. Two or three trucks re-
spond with an average of ten to twelve 
crew on a fire scene.”

The new fire truck will be capable of 
carrying five firefighters in seats that pro-
vide enough room for them to wear head 
gear with breathing equipment before 
they arrive to the scene. The pump will 
be capable of providing up to 1,250 gal-
lons of water per minute. The truck will 
be equipped with LED lighting as an ad-
ditional feature to increase safety. Chief 
Skellie mentioned operator and passen-
ger safety are critical, and this model 
fire engine rates high when it comes to 
safety. There are roll-over safety preven-
tion protections, safety belts, and lighted 
steps to improve firefighters’ safety when 
responding to calls.

The expected life of the new model of 
fire engine is twenty-five to thirty years.

Long Beach retires fire truck, new one on the way

Cruisin’ the Coast activities planned in Long Beach

Dom Fimiano

Lieutenant Brad McGill is pictured at Central 
Station Long Beach with Fire Engine 1, 
which is similar to the new fire truck the 
Long Beach Fire Department will receive.

Dom Fimiano

Fire Engine 5 has been retired and is being 
replaced.

http://veteransrealty.us
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NOW OPEN
Kitchen & Deli

Kitchen Hours - 10am to 4:30pm Everyday !
Hamburgers

Cheeseburgers
Chicken Sandwich
Chicken Tenders

Pizza
Fries

Onion Rings

  FREE 16 oz Coffee with $20 gas purchase
Everyday 6 to11:30pm

Friday 6 to12am
Saturday 6 to12am

Big P
Food Mart
where convenience meets quality

228 206 5858
19191 Commission Road, Long Beach, MS   

By Will Brown 

The Long Beach community is 
growing. As of 2020, the U.S Cen-
sus estimated the population of 
Long Beach to be over 16,000 peo-
ple, which was up about ten per-
cent since 2010. This continues an 
upward trajectory of steady growth 
in Long Beach and the Gulf Coast 
over the past several decades.

Those moving to Long Beach 
have come from all across the 
country, and the coastal amenities, 
friendly people, proximity to other 
cities along the Gulf, and premiere 
school district have been among 
several factors drawing people 
to the community. Social media 
has allowed those who are new to 
Long Beach to connect with their 
community, and the Long Beach 
Neighbors Facebook Group, which 
allows current, former, and future 
residents to connect with one an-
other, has nearly 5,000 members. 
As the population of Long Beach 
has increased, new residents have 
used groups like this to express 
what brought them to Long Beach 
and what aspects of the communi-
ty they like most.

Antonina Troyer moved to Long 

Beach earlier this year from Or-
ange County, California. A mother 
of four who is currently studying 
criminology at Loyola City, she 
believed the move to Long Beach 
would be best for her children’s 
education. 

“The quality of schooling is way 
higher than where they were 
before,” Troyer said. “The 
expectations of 
our kids are 
way higher, 
and I really like 
that.” 

Troyer said 
she likes the cul-
ture of Long Beach, and that 
the community has certain ameni-
ties that Orange County could not 
offer. 

“I like that it is a small town, 
that it is quaint,” she said. “I like 
the fact that housing is extremely 
affordable, and everyone seems 
to know each other. It was a small 
community, which was really new 
to me.” 

The quietness of life in Long 
Beach compared to California 
also came as a surprise to Troyer, 
who was used to the constant lit up 
streets of Orange County. 

“When night comes and the sun 
sets here, it’s dark,” she said. “That 
was the weirdest thing for me; it 
shocked me. It’s pitch black, and 
you can’t see anything. I’m not 
used to that.”

Lori Fehr and her husband Dean 
moved to Long Beach this past 
April. Originally from Merle, 
Wisconsin, the two reconnected 

thirty years af-
ter attending 
high school 

together. 
Dean had 
previously 

been coming 
down to Long Beach in the win-

ter to escape the cold Wisconsin 
winters, and one year Lori decided 
to join him. 

“We fell in love with this area,” 
Lori said. “It seemed like a very 
good fit for us, for what we wanted 
to do and where we wanted to set-
tle down and live.”

Both Troyer and Lori agreed that 
the biggest change in Long Beach 
compared to where they originally 
were from was the weather, partic-
ularly the amount of rain this area 
receives per year. 

“I think it’s neat that you get 

rain; we never got rain in Califor-
nia. You get as much rain here in 
a day as California got in a year,” 
Troyer said.  

For Lori and Dean, the size and 
layout of the homes were much dif-
ferent from what they experienced 
in Wisconsin, as were the number 
of critters they found inside them. 

“Not having a basement is dif-
ferent,” Dean said. “We never re-
ally sprayed for bugs up there, and 
we had a basement in our house, 
which you don’t see down here.”

While Troyer and Lori both say 
they miss their family and friends 
elsewhere, they have acclimated to 
life on the Mississippi Coast and 
the friendly community they now 
call home. 

“It’s a nice area, and people are 
very friendly and helpful,” Lori 
said. “I like that it seems like there 
are a lot of people, but it’s not a lot 
of people.”

“It’s a small community that was 
really new to me,” Troyer said. 
“Your neighbors all know each 
other, know their history, and they 
come to your front door to say hi 
to you. In fifteen years in my old 
neighborhood, I never experienced 
that.” 

Long Beach drawing new neighbors from across the country
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To phone your order, please call

228.867.2879
Book your Receptions in our large Party Room. Call Today for Details

Call to Book & Enjoy our Private Party Room
Available for Parties, Receptions, Quinceañeras and meetings

Complete bar, seating & dance area

By Guest Columnist Renee Rayburn, LBPL Youth and Technology Services 

Hello, Long Beach!
Is it really almost October?  It is so hard to comprehend that 2021 is nearly over, and 2022 will soon be making its debut.  

We have several things planned for this month, though, so on with the details, shall we?
Once again, we are partnering with Gulf Coast Wildlife Rehab for “Meet Our Wildlife” on Second Saturday Story Hour.  

Each month, a special animal and their caretaker will visit, and we will read a story and learn about the animal.  This family 
program is open to all ages and is a great way to learn more about the local wildlife in Mississippi.  The next scheduled story 
hour will be Saturday, October 9, at 10:30 a.m. in the children’s wing of the library.

Preschool Story time will continue to be held on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Check out the library’s booth at the upcoming Long Beach Police Department’s 

Night Out Against Crime.  Held at the Harper McCaughan Town Green on October 
23 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., this event is for the entire family.  We will be featuring a 
mystery of our own for patrons to solve as part of this special event. 

Featured throughout the month of October, our patrons will find mysteries, true crime, 
detective stories, and some of their favorite fictional sleuths.

The next meeting scheduled for the Long Beach Board of Trustees is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 12, at 3 p.m.  The meeting will be held in the children’s wing and is 
open to the public.

As a reminder, the library hours have returned to regular business hours.  We are 
now open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Saturdays from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

Please do not forget that due to the rise in COVID variant cases, it is required to wear 
a mask inside the Long Beach Public Library.  We are still providing curbside service, 
upon request.

Thank you for your patronage, and continue to stay safe!   

Mysteries, detective stories and 
wildlife on tap for October at library

207 Klondyke Road, P.O BOX 77, Long Beach, 39560

(228)-234-4567
      FatherlessAndWidows.org      
OPEN on Mon Weds Fri from 10AM - 2PM

God's Will Thrift Store

FATHERLESS
AND WIDOWS

Pray
Listen

Respond in Love

If your heart only 
allows you to make 
one small donation 
this year, thank you 
for considering the 

fatherless & widows
we serve ❤

Miss Shirley

mailto:ClayMansell%40LongBeachBreeze.com%20?subject=
mailto:Fred%40LongBeachBreeze.com%20?subject=
mailto:Keith%40LongBeachBreeze.com%20?subject=
mailto:www.LongBeachBreeze.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Tex-Mex-Restaurant/Fiesta-Mexicana-1780914672185075/
http://www.fatherlessandwidows.org
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By Guest Columnist Leigh Ann Meador 

Long Beach School District understands the effects of a major hur-
ricane. On the 16th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina which devas-
tated our community, we faced the possibility of another major hur-
ricane as Ida approached the Gulf Coast. As soon as it became clear 
that Long Beach would not be in the brunt of this storm, we knew we 
had to do something for those who were in the eye of the destruction.  

Dr. Lock, Superintendent of Long Beach School District, and I 
were in constant contact with each other. As soon as we realized that 
Long Beach would be spared the worst of Ida, we immediately knew 
we had to reach out and help those who were hit.

A connection was quickly made with Lafourche Parish School 
District, and specifically Golden Meadow Upper Elementary and 
Cut Off Elementary.

After Hurricane Katrina, we were adopted by Mountain Brook, 
Alabama, and this community made such a difference to Long Beach 
that I knew we needed to do this for a community in Louisiana. They 
were a lifeline to Long Beach, and we want to be a lifeline to La-
fourche.

A supply drive to help with immediate needs was quickly estab-
lished; and, through the help of our amazing community, local busi-
nesses, some parents who go above and beyond to support the dis-
trict and some of Long Beach’s awesome students, enough supplies 
were collected to fill at 26-foot moving truck.

“Our kids, specifically our high school football, cheer and band 
students, really pulled off something amazing,” Dr. Lock said. “They 
sacrificed much of their time over our three-day weekend to collect 
for those less fortunate than us.  They asked for nothing in return.  I 
am so proud of the young men and women they are becoming and 
that we get to call them Long Beach students.  We are also grateful 
for the help of parents, faculty and staff.” 

The baseball team helped load the truck and on Thursday, Septem-
ber 9, and supplies were delivered to Cut Off, where a distribution 
day has been set up for the employees of our two adopted schools 
who were devastated by the storm. They will be able to pick up the 
supplies they need.

It was such a blessing to meet our new Louisiana family, deliv-
er these much-needed supplies, and show them that we understand 
what they are going through - to hug them and tell them we are here 
for them, and they are not alone. You could see the relief in their 
faces.

The district is continuing to take donations and already planning 
a second supply drive. Details will be publicized soon detailing Cut 
Off and Golden Meadow’s specific needs. So, stand by ,Bearcats, the 
“Lifeline to Lafourche is just getting started.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Leigh Anne Meador is the communications direc-
tor for the Long Beach School District.

LBSD establishes “Lifeline to Lafourche”

All photos Special to Long Beach Breeze
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Mon-Tues: 11:00 am – 3:00 pm
Wed-Fri: 11:00 am – 9:00 pm

Sat: 8:00 am – 9:00 pm with Breakfast until 11:00 am
Sun: 8:00 am – 3:00 pm  with Breakfast until 11:00 am

Seafood. Steaks. 
Burgers. Poboys. 

Salads. Pastas 

504 Jeff Davis Ave, Long Beach Mississippi, 39560    228-867-8949

Harbor View Cafe

where the coast meets & eats

Winner of 18 People's Choice awards

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

601-460-0256

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er – Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

http://harborviewcafe.net/
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Mon-Fri 6am-6pm, Sat-Sun 6am-4pm
9245 Highway 49  Gulfport, MS 39503   228-236-3305
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COAST EPISCOPAL SCHOOL
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At Coast Episcopal School,
our students are excited to share about their day.

It’s the di� erence between loving to learn
and just going to school. 

For 70 years, Coast Episcopal School has
fostered a lifelong love of learning in children.

See the Coast di� erence for yourself.

COME SEE CES AND
OUR NEW MAKERSPACE!

Call 228.452.9442 or
email admissions@myces.org

to schedule a tour.
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NOW ENROLLING

SETTING THE STANDARD
IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Dom Fimiano
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®
Licensed Real Estate Professional

EXIT Prestige Luxury Realty

office 228-388-5888               direct 228-323-5812
dominick@exitbiloxi.com                   exitbiloxi.com

By Dom Fimiano 

The Long Beach Donny Levens 
American Legion Post 1995 is a non-
profit organization 

of military veteran service members 
providing opportunities to continue 
serving the community through char-
itable events and fundraising oppor-
tunities. The American Legion is the 
nation’s largest veterans service orga-
nization dedicated to mentoring youth 
and promoting charitable activities. 
The events focus on assisting others 
within the organization and communi-
ty.  The recent American Legion offi-
cer initiations at the Post included the 
Ladies Auxiliary and American Legion 
Rider Unit.

The American Legion Auxilia-
ry originally formed to support and 
promote American Legion activities. 
Auxiliary members include male and 
female spouses of veterans and female 
family members of veterans eligible 
for American Legion membership. The 
Auxiliary has grown into an organiza-
tion that supports hundreds of volun-
teer programs while raising millions of 
dollars annually. They serve commu-
nities volunteering thousands of hours 
supporting local charities and veteran 
services. Auxiliary ideals mirror the 
Legion’s interests in serving the entire 
community. 

American Legion Riders honor fall-
en military men and women. They 
ride to protect the sanctity of military 
funerals from those who would inter-
rupt services to dishonor their memory. 
Riders escort military units to depar-
ture fields and welcome them when re-
turning home. Fundraising is important 
to the American Legion Riders. They 
participate in local and national fund-
raising events supporting VA hospitals, 
women and children centers, youth 
centers, schools and organizations that 
assist women, children and wounded 
veterans.

Post meetings are the first Tuesday 
of each month, and other activities are 
scheduled each month that include both 
members and visitors. Post activities 
always welcome volunteers to assist 
and participate in the activities. Long 
Beach American Legion Post Adjutant 
Officer Charlie Martinek recommends 
emailing him at charlesmartinek66@
gmail.com to get information about up-
coming activities. Those interested can 
also visit the Donnie Levens American 
Legion Post 1995, Long Beach, MS 
social media pages.  

The Riders are hosting a Charitable 
Benefit Poker Run for Lee Gollotte on 
Saturday, September 25, from 11 a.m. 
until 4 p.m., with dinner following. Reg-
istration starts at 9 a.m. at the Long Beach 
VFW. All vehicle types are welcome.

American Legion Post holds officer initiation

Dom Fimiano

The Donnie Levens Long Beach American Legion Post Unit 1995 recently held their officer 
initiation. Pictured are Ivan McAllister, outgoing Southern Area Vice Commander, installing 
officer; Rik Dew, Commander; Tina O'Shields, 2nd Vice Commander; Kevin McKenzie, 
Adjutant; Ron Oman, Executive Committeeman; Ray Ruffo, Finance Officer; and Bill Moran, 
Executive Committeeman. Not pictured is Russ DeStefano, 1st Vice Commander.

Dom Fimiano

Pictured (l to r) at the officer initiation are members of the Donnie Levens Long Beach American 
Legion Auxillary Unit 1995: Glynda Vice, Irene Brown, Brenda Bellamy, Jean Shedden, 
Margaret Levens and Anita McAllister from District 9 President 

http://www.coastepiscopalschool.org
http://Exitbiloxi.com
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By Will Brown 

The day after Hurricane Ida touched down on the Gulf Coast, 
Kirk Sharp started his morning by going to the Long Beach Har-
bor and doing drone photography with Long Beach City engi-
neers to assess the storm’s damage. Afterwards, he attended two 
photography sessions for a local realtor and gave advice to an as-
piring photographer at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community Col-
lege. Sharp then got online with some of his friends from John 
Hopkins University’s Whiting School of Engineering to deal 
with issues involving aerospace topics, which his background at 
NASA and the U.S Air Force made him well suited for. Finally, 
he sent a trailer and a van to his daughter’s house to help with 
her upcoming move. 

For Sharp, no two days are exactly alike, and each day gives 
him an opportunity to put his many differ-
ent skills to use. The range of work is what 
he finds to be the most fulfilling. 

“I enjoy the variety, the fact that every day 
is not the same,” Sharp said. “Some people 
are suited to that; it’s just not me.”

Kirk Sharp has lived in Long Beach for 
most of his life, and has served as photog-
rapher, electrical engineer, musician, con-
sultant and community volunteer. After 
graduating from Mississippi State in 1979, 
he attended the U.S Air Force’s Informa-
tion Systems Officer Program, graduating 
in 1984 and then returning to Mississippi 
State to receive his master’s degree in elec-
trical engineering. He spent the first twelve 
years of his career as an R&D design en-
gineer for various agencies, which, at the 
time, made him somewhat of a commodity. 
He also served in reserve capacity for the 
Air Force and has over thirty years of mili-
tary experience, retiring with a colonel rank 
in 2013. 

Sharp worked for NASA Stennis Space Center for fifteen years 
as an Executive Coordinator to the National Rocket Propulsion 
Test Alliance and as a liaison to the Department of Defense’s 
rocket propulsion test community. He has worked with the U.S 
Geological Survey, Naval Oceanographic Office, National Data 
Buoy Center, and Naval Research Laboratory as well, and retired 
with thirty-six years of federal service. 

Outside of work, Sharp has served the Long Beach community 
in a number of different roles over the years. He has played gui-
tar since age eleven and currently plays for First Baptist Church 
of Long Beach. Sharp’s background with acoustics while work-
ing for the Navy allowed him to devel-
op a passion for sound mixing, and he 
has produced albums for the FBC band 
and a Long Beach High School choir 
program quartet. 

Sharp has also been a photographer 
since high school and has used his photography skills to create 
album covers and co-author a coffee table book highlighting the 
beauty of the Mississippi Coast. 

“I tend to be a guy who gets interested in a lot of things and 
throws myself into them,” he said. “I love the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast, and showing things that are great about it in a coffee table 
book is pretty fun.” 

Sharp has also held several community leadership roles, in-
cluding serving on the school board for five years and helping 
out on political campaigns. 

“I believe it is my civic duty,” he said. “I love to do projects 
that have altruistic needs.”

Sharp graduated from Gulfport East High School in 1974, 
where he met his wife, Donna Sinclair.  She was his first date in 
high school, and they have been together since they were teen-
agers. 

“I am most blessed by my wife, she is incredibly important 
to me, and she is, in her own right, an incredible talent,” Sharp 
said. “She has been my inspiration throughout my life and is a 
special part of everything I do.”

Question: What is your favorite thing 
about Long Beach?

Sharp: “It’s a village style community; 
you get to know everyone. The school dis-
trict has always been a blue ribbon; they 
demonstrate nothing but premiere desires 
for our children. It’s really nicely placed 
along the Gulf Coast; and, if I want to go 
to Ocean Springs or New Orleans for dinner 
with friends or to stay the weekend, I can 
do that.”

Question: What is your favorite restau-
rant in Long Beach?

Sharp: “I enjoy the restaurants we have; 
we don’t have a bad one. I enjoy Harbor 
View and Steve’s, and I think the Long 
Beach Deli is a hidden gem. I’m proud of 
the fact we have such good chefs in town.

Question: What are some of your favorite books and TV 
shows?

Sharp: “I’m an adventurer, I’m also a mystery person. My wife 
and I like watching the Hallmark channel mysteries and dramas, 
and I’m a fan of NCIS. I like a program called The Chosen, 
which runs as a crowd-shared, faith-based program.”

Question: If you could go anywhere in the world, where 
would it be?

Sharp: “I have on my bucket list to 
go to the Galapagos Islands off South 
America to photograph some of the 
wildlife there. My wife and I have been 
to France, Scotland, Ireland, England, 
Italy and have done the Middle East 

twice. A trip to Petra, Jordan is incredible.”

Question: What would you do if you won the lottery?

Sharp: “Probably give it to my daughter. One million dollars 
doesn’t mean a lot. I’ll put it in the bank or in a trust and let it 
provide some income and be inherited by my daughter.”

Meet Your Neighbor: Kirk Sharp

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Kirk Sharp
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EXPERIENCE THE DELMAR DIFFERENCE
Buying a Home Has Never Been Easier

Heather Satchell, your local specialist when 
looking to purchase a home or re�nance.

  Founded in 1966, Delmar 
Mortgage is a full-service 
mortgage company helping 
new and experienced buyers 
�nd their dream homes. 
Delmar Mortgage o�ers a wide 
range of mortgage products 
that allow us to �t the best loan 
to the speci�c needs of each 
client. Our products range from 
conventional, jumbo, FHA, VA 
and more.

This graphic is for informational purposes only and is not an advertisement to extend customer credit as de�ned by 
Section 12 CFR 1026.2 Regulation Z. Program rates, terms and conditions are subject to change at any time.

Heather Satchell   -   Loan O�cer
m: (228) 265-4088 

NMLS# 1503602 | Delmar Mortgage NMLS# 30998
1089-B Vic Faye Road | Pass Christian, MS 39571
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Keith Clark recognizing
Miss Norma Weed, Owner, 

The Family Attic

MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST SPECIALISTS

LIVE THE AMERICAN DREAM

AMY WOOD Broker/Owner
call/text: 228.216.7649
amy@amywoodproperties.com

CHUCK WOOD REALTOR®

call/text: 228.216.5171
chuck@amywoodproperties.com

125 Davis Ave., Suite F •  Pass Christian • 228.452.5408

AmyWoodProperties.com

There has never 
been a better time 
to sell your home ! 
We can help you sell 
quickly and for a 
great price.  Let’s 
start e�ectively 
marketing your 
home today. 

Home Ownership

http://www.amywoodproperties.com/
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Just 2 blocks from the beach in Long Beach.  3 Bedrooms 2 Baths.  Bonus room o� 
the dining area.  Large Living room. Beautiful private patio area.  Garage was 

converted to a separate e�ciency unit.  A must see.  $259,900.00.

Kathy Burns,
Realtor, MRP, GRI
Southern Sands Realty, LLC
5093 Beatline Road
Long Beach, MS  39560
228-239-5336 Cell
228-424-3547 o�ce
kathyburns3@yahoo.com

I can meet with you in person or online to help you explore the 
possibilities, visualize, personalize and design your funeral to be as unique 

as your life. Please call me today for a personal appointment.

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Homes, Kay McMurray, Pre-Needs Specialist
(C) 228.324.3992, (Email) KSMcMurray007@gmail.com

IT'S NOT ABOUT MOURNING DEATH, IT'S ABOUT 

CELEBRATING LIFE
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By Guest Columnist Rev. Jon Kaufman 

Stress and fatigue have become 
more pronounced in this lingering 
season of pandemic.  Recently, First 
United Methodist Church of Long 
Beach, which includes the Well and 
our main campus on Pine Street, 
became part of an effort to support 
and encourage our community.  We, 
along with other churches, recog-
nized that people and organizations 
upon whom we depend are expe-
riencing unprecedented stress and 
fatigue due to the pandemic and 
accompanying strife – namely our 
schools and hospitals.

We, and others, have worked to 
offer encouragement to the Long 
Beach School staff and the staff of 
Memorial Hospital, and we have 
committed to praying for them in 
this difficult season.

Recently, in cooperation with the 
administration of Memorial Hos-
pital, we became part of an effort 
by local churches - First Baptist of 
Long Beach and First United Meth-
odist of Gulfport – to take time 
during a day of the week to pray for 
the patients and staff of Memorial 
Hospital.  We gather outside the 
hospital and offer prayers for all 
who are sick and all who are work-
ing for healing.  It is the goal to have 
churches praying for the hospital 
staff and patients every day of the 

week.  First UMC of Long Beach is 
praying on Tuesday evenings, and 
the churches mentioned above are 
praying on Wednesdays and Sun-
days, respectively. We are hoping 
that, every single day, there could 
be a group praying for strength and 
healing and offering encourage-
ment through these difficult times.

But the reality is that it is not 
only school and hospital staff who 
are feeling the stress and fatigue.  
There are many in our communi-
ty who have experienced illness, 
grief, loss, isolation, uncertainty, 
and the pain of our often-divisive 
world.  As a response, First United 
Methodist Church of Long Beach is 
offering to our community a space 
and a time of prayer to experience 
hope, encouragement and healing 
for the soul.  

Our next time for prayer is 
Wednesday, October 6, at 6 p.m. 
at first United Methodist Church at 
208 Pine Street.  It is for all those 
who have a heart for those in pain 
and those of us whose hearts are in 
pain.  All are invited and welcome 
to pray and to receive prayers from 
very gifted persons of prayer.  

For more information, please call 
our church office at 228-863-9619.  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Rev. Jon 
Kaufman is the pastor of First Unit-
ed Methodist Church Long Beach.

Prayers requested, 
encouraged in 
pandemic times

At LANGSTON & WEEMS, when you hire us, YOU hire US. One of our 
lawyers will be your point of contact from beginning to the end of your case, 
and will work around your schedule to pursue the best result for you. 
Whether your injuries are large or small, we work on your behalf to win your 
case so you can focus on getting your life back to normal.  

WHY LANGSTON & WEEMS?  As you know, life can change in the blink of an 
eye. When this happens in the form of a wreck or dangerous condition 
caused by negligence, the odds are slim to none that an insurance company 
will fairly compensate you for your physical, emotional, and financial injuries 
allowed under Mississippi law. Let us give you a straight-up assessment of 
your case before you make any decisions. Everything you share with us is 
confidential, and you owe us nothing unless we recover for you. 

WE ARE LOCAL. Our office is located in Downtown Gulfport, Mississippi, 
which allows us to represent clients throughout the Gulf Coast, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana. We will meet with you in person, on the phone, or through 
video call to get the job done. In addition, we do in fact live and play on the 
Coast. You might see us out fishing or at one of many great restaurants or 
festivals throughout the region.

OUR SERVICES:  We specialize in representing injured individuals and 
families who have experienced injuries through auto collisions, commercial 
vehicle collisions, defective products, wrongful death, and dangerous 
conditions on private business property.

1323 28th Avenue, Suite A 
Gulfport, Mississippi 39501Phone: 228-222-2711                                                              Fax: 228-206-0171

www.LangstonWeems.com
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• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bucket Truck
• Gravel Driveways
• Bush Hogging/
  Brush Cutting
• Dirt Work
• Debris Removal

Patrick Blake
228-760-5296

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Special to Long Beach Breeze 

Cadet Alexa Nanatovich, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nana-
tovich, completed Cadet Basic 
Training at the U.S. Military 
Academy. Nanatovich entered 
West Point on June 28 and has 
successfully completed six 
weeks of CBT. CBT is one of the 
most challenging events a cadet 
will encounter over the course of 
their four years at the academy.

The initial military training 
program provides cadets with 
basic skills to instill discipline, 
pride, cohesion, confidence and 
a high sense of duty to prepare 
them for entry into the Corps 
of Cadets. Areas of summer 
instruction included first aid, 
mountaineering, hand gre-
nades, rifle marksmanship and 
nuclear, biological, and chemi-
cal training.

Nanatovich began classes 
August 16. The West Point cur-
riculum offers 36 majors bal-

ancing physical sciences and 
engineering with humanities 
and social sciences leading to a 
Bachelor of Science degree.

Nanatovich graduated from 
Long Beach High School. She 
plans to graduate from West 
Point in 2025 and be commis-
sioned as a second lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army.

Nanatovich completes 
basic training at West Point

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Alexa Nanatovich

Quality Used Furniture 
Jewelry     Pottery     Fenton Glass

Seamstress Available
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am - 5pm
528 Klondyke Rd. Unit B. Long Beach, MS

4th Anniversary Sale
Sept 28 - Oct 7

10%
SALE

15%
SALE

20%
SALE

25%
SALE

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive 
dental insurance. Get help paying for the dental care you 
need. Don’t wait.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance 
guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This 
specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance 

CALL TODAY
1-866-835-3416

Dental50Plus.com/92

Get your

FREE
Information Kit

https://southerntree.business.site/
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LBPD helps with Hurricane Ida relief

All photos Special to Long Beach Breeze

Long Beach Police Department 
(LBPD) Officer Bammert and Officer 
McNeece recently spent time in St. 
John Parish, Louisiana, cooking 
and serving food to the local first 
responders and victims of Hurricane 
Ida. LBPD representatives also 
joined with the Gulfport, Biloxi and 
D’Iberville police departments, 
the Gulfport Fire Department, the 
Mississippi Bureau of Narcotics, and 
the Harrison County Sheriff’s Office 
to travel to LaPlace, Louisiana, to 
help with Hurricane Ida relief.
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BO
BC

AT
 TREE WORK

 LLC

(228) 806-8063
Joey Wilson, Owner

S.L. #39639
INSURED LICENSED BONDED

TREE REMOVAL TREE TRIMMING
25 Years Experience
Licensed • Bonded • Insured
bobcattreework@gmail.com
www.bobcattreework.com

Tree Removal Specialist
Are there diseased or damaged trees

in your neighborhood?
Are there diseased or damaged trees

near your business or home?

We specialize in removing
trees of  all sizes.

Tree Trimming Specialist
Tree trimming helps prevent

disease, preserves the health of 
your trees, helps maintain their
appearance, and helps prevent

damage from high winds.

Bucket Truck • Professional Climbing
Storm Specialist • Dangerous Tree Removal

Stump Grinding • Debris Removal

• design/build
• weekly maintenance

• equipment repairs
• renovations 

ASP of Gulfport
228-343-0774

www.aspgulfport.com

Mississippi Gulfcoast's Exclusive 
Authorized Installer of Atlas Signature 

Select PRO products

Junior Husband
 228-687-7663

JHusband@HusbandContractingLLC.com

By Datti Jinkiri 

Former Long Beach soccer standout Alexa 
Beets was named to the NJCAA All-Region 
23 Team this past summer. This was the Pearl 
River Community College defender's second 
individual honor of the season, as she was 
named to the All-MACCC Second Team at 
the conclusion of the regular season.

Beets, who was the team captain, started 
all fourteen games for the Wildcats during 
the spring season. She was a key part of a 
defense that tallied four shutouts and only 
conceded one goal during five other games. 
She also chipped in offensively with one 
goal which came in a win over Copiah-Lin-
coln Community College.

Beets finished her Wildcat career with 27 
starts in 27 appearances. She tallied two 
goals and led the team to two postseason appearances.

In high school, Beets helped the Bearcats win two consecutive 
South State Championships and finish as runners-up in back-to-back 
MHSAA Class 5A State Championship Games.

Former Bearcat soccer 
standout named to 
NJCAA All-Region Team

Dom Fimiano

Alexa Beets

http://www.bobcattreework.com
http://aspgulfport.com
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298 Je� Davis Ave.

LONG  BEACH  BRANCH

(228) 897-8712 

                                 
Lorraine Miller, Branch Manager

 

Elvis Gates, Agent
(228) 864-6323

Special to Long Beach Breeze 

The Long Beach School District (LBSD) recently announced the se-
lection of Long Beach High School teacher Rebecca Bradley to the 
Mississippi Teacher Advisory Council (MTAC). Bradley’s appointment 
was announced by the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) in 
a release naming her as one of forty-nine new teachers joining the now 
three hundred-person council. 

Formed in 2016, MTAC’s purpose is to provide feedback directly 
to the state superintendent on initiatives of the MDE, the Mississippi 
State Board of Education and the Mississippi State Legislature. Teach-
ers on this council represent both rural and urban districts and a large 
variety of content areas specialties.

 “We congratulate Mrs. Bradley on her selection and know that she 
will represent Long Beach and the students and teachers in Mississippi 
public schools well,” said Long Beach Superintendent Dr. Talia Lock.

 Bradley says she is looking forward to being a part of this important 
council.

 “I feel honored to have been selected to serve on the Mississippi 
Teacher Advisory Council,” Bradley said. “I am excited to have the 
opportunity and privilege to advocate on the behalf of our students.”

 Bradley joins fellow LBSD educators Joseph Barnard and Caroline 
Bartlett on MTAC.

By Datti Jinkiri 

The Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College men's soccer team had 
a great spring season, finishing with an 11-3 record. Because of this, the 
Bulldogs were rewarded with a top-ten ranking in the United Soccer Coach-
es NJCAA Division II Preseason Poll. The Bulldogs entered the fall as the 
eighth-ranked team in the country. This matches their preseason ranking in 
the inaugural Division II poll last season. 

They topped the MACCC South Division last season before losing to Pearl 
River Community College 3-2 in the MACCC Semifinals. Despite their im-
pressive 11-3 mark, the Bulldogs were controversially snubbed from the NJ-
CAA Division II National Tournament. 

The Bulldogs have some local flavor to their team, as they currently house 
two Long Beach High School graduates on their roster. Sophomore midfield-
er Kevin Treminio and freshman defender Nathaniel Mink will feature for 
the team this upcoming season. Both players will be looking to contribute 
valuable minutes to the Bulldogs this fall. 

Treminio played in fourteen matches and started once for the Bulldogs 
in his debut campaign. He earned NJCAA All-Academic Third Team and 
MACCC All-Academic honors last season. 

Mink anchored the Bearcats' defensive unit and helped the school win its 
first MHSAA boys soccer state championship earlier this year. He was also 
named Defensive MVP of the Coast All-Star Game in February. 

The Bulldogs will travel to Decatur for a road game against East Central 
Community College on September 28.

Long Beach High’s Bradley appointed to MTAC 

MGCCC men's soccer starts season ranked in national poll

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Rebecca Bradley

Photo courtesy of MGCCC Athletics

Kevin Treminio

Photo courtesy of MGCCC Athletics

Nathaniel Mink

Visit us online at:
www.LongBeachBreeze.com

https://www.facebook.com/ElvisGates
https://www.thepeoples.com/
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PLACES OF WORSHIP
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Weekly In-house Worship:
              Sunday at 10:00 AM and Wednesday at 7:00 PM.

The services are also broadcasted live via Zoom.
To request a Zoom link, please contact Pastor Dave at 

gracepastordave1@gmail.com 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Grace Lutheran Church
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ST. PATRICK’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

www.stpatrickslongbeach.org
www.facebook.com/StPatricksEpiscopalLongBeachMS

310 North Cleveland Ave., Long Beach, Mississippi  39560

Sunday mornings at 10 or via Facebook
The Rev'd Jane Bearden, Pastor

Check our website or Facebook for info

Special to Long Beach Breeze 

The Long Beach School District has been selected to be a part of 
Mission Acceleration’s pilot program designed to accelerate reading 
achievement for 1,000 children in Mississippi.

 “Long Beach’s participation in the Mississippi Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading sets a clear message that learning is important to 
this community, and we recognize that reading is the foundation upon 
which classroom learning is built,” said Kelleigh Reynolds, LBSD Ex-
ecutive Director of Curriculum and Instruction.

 Through Long Beach’s participation in the Mississippi Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading, the district was selected to join in the pilot proj-
ect with the Center for Excellence in Literacy Instruction (CELI) and 
the University of Mississippi. This project was developed to address 
the need for learning recovery due to extended periods of time spent 
out of school or learning asynchronously during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The program will provide a combination of high-dose tutoring 
using evidence-based reading interventions, a vast digital library, and 
meaningful academic and social connections with a college role model.

 “This program is a fantastic opportunity for college students to serve 
as Academic Guides to K-5 students and make a difference, while 
earning a $1,000 stipend per semester,” Reynolds said. “We know that 

USM Gulf Park, William Carey, Mississippi Gulf Coast Communi-
ty College and other Mississippi colleges and universities are full of 
bright students who will have a positive impact on our students in Long 
Beach. We are eager for this program to begin here and watch our little 
Bearcats grow in learning.”

 All current college students with a 3.25 GPA are encouraged to ap-
ply, and students do not have to be an education major to participate. 
Candidates must successfully complete the application process and 
background check to participate. For more information, interested par-
ties should email missionacceleration@gmail.com or visit www.mis-
sionacceleration.org.

Long Beach schools selected to take part in Mission Acceleration

https://www.lbcoc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thewelllb/
https://www.facebook.com/glclbms/
http://fbclb.com
http://www.StPatricksLongBeach.org
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McClain of Long Beach 
crowned Mississippi Princess

LBMS names students 
of the month for August

Special to Long Beach Breeze 

Last month, Charleigh McClain of 
Long Beach was crowned National 
American Miss Mississippi Princess, a 
title that only one girl in the 4 to 6 age 
group walks away with each year.

McClain is six years old and has been 
active in the community. She has writ-
ten letters to patients in nursing homes, 
donated blankets and socks to nursing 
homes and volunteered at Feed My 
Sheep passing out dinners to those in 
need. She has also donated books to a 
local daycare in Long Beach. McClain 
is also very active in baton twirling 

and cheerleading, and she is a member 
of Showoff’s All-Star Twirlers com-
petition team, Ambassador group and 
Cheer Zone competition team. 

McClain is currently preparing for a 
big donation drive to gather donations 
for children in need. Her parents are 
Brandon McClain and Eboni Hicks, 
and she attends W.J. Quarles Elemen-
tary School.

In November, McClain will be head-
ed to Orlando to compete on the na-
tional level.

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Charleigh McClain

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Long Beach Middle School recently announced their August Students of the Month. The 
students exemplify the PRIDE expectations of the school: they are prepared, respectful, 
have integrity, are dependable, and put forth their best effort. Pictured are Maddie Cripple, 
Burklee Cox, Aiyanna Daniels, Collin Gonzales, Dixie Harrison, Makayla King, Holden 
Levensen, Jakia Lindsey and Giselle Soto. Rashad Foxworth is not pictured.

Special to Long Beach Breeze

McClain will represent Mississippi at the 
national competition in November.

https://www.facebook.com/highcalibergun/

