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Long Beach residents make election history 
Long Beach residents headed 

out to the polls in droves earli-
er this month to enact passage 
of what has become one of the 
most controversial topics of its 
time in the city, a bond issue 
to fund upgrades to the Long 
Beach High School campus.
City Election Commissioner 

Joe Fleming said the election 
that passed a $20 million bond 
issue to renovate Long Beach 
High School had a record num-
ber of absentee ballots with a 
total of 142. 
Absentee voting is provided 

to residents who will be absent 
from their voting jurisdiction on 
election day.
“We’ve never had that many in 

the history of Long Beach,” said 

Photo by Amanda Compton-Ortiz

By Amanda Compton-Ortiz Fleming, who was reappointed 
last July to his second four-year 
term. 
At 8:10 p.m., Fleming was the 

last resident to cast his vote in 
the election that took place on 
August 2 inside the library at 
LBHS. 
Polls opened at 7 a.m. and 

closed at 7 p.m. Residents 
already standing in line at 7 p.m. 
were able to cast their vote. No 
one was turned away. 
“The lines remained full for the 

entire twelve hours,” said Flem-
ing. “We had people waiting 
outside to vote before the polls 
even opened, and there was 
never anyone not standing at the 
poll book table.” 
By 10:10 a.m. that day, 500 bal-

lots had already been turned in. 
Residents followed suit as each 

Long Beach resident Betty Lee accepts her voting sticker from City Election Com-
missioner Joe Fleming on Election Day for the Long Beach School District’s Bond 
Issue held at the Long Beach High School library on August 2. 

took to their individual voting 
stall to mark their ballots and 
then proceed to the ballot box to 
drop it off. 

LET ME HELP YOU
SEARCH FOR YOUR 

DREAM HOME! FIND MORE 
ON PAGE 3.

The Long Beach Breeze recent-
ly hired Amanda Compton-Ortiz 

to serve as its 
new editor. 
Compton-Or-

tiz, who holds 
a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree 
in Journal-
ism from the 
University of 
Mississippi, 

relocated from North Mississippi 
to Long Beach in October 2016. 
She is excited about being a part 

of the community and taking on 

Special to the Long Beach Breeze her new role at the monthly pub-
lication. 
“I truly believe that newspapers 

are the backbone of any close-
knit community like Long Beach,” 
said Compton-Ortiz. “They pro-
vide sustainability and a sense of 
pride for residents and serve the 
community by providing citizens 
with reliable information about the 
places and people that make them 
proud to live here. I’m so excited 
to be a part of that.” 
Compton-Ortiz has worked more 

than fi fteen years in journalism. 
Her experience includes time as a 
staff reporter at various communi-

LBB welcomes new editor

Special to Long Beach Breeze

cont. on page 2

Fleming manned the drop off 
station for ballots throughout the 
day, helping those who needed 

cont. on page 13

Town rallies at Town Green

Photo by Amanda Compton-Ortiz

Long Beach High School Varsity Cheerleaders show off their school spirit during the 
city’s fi rst-ever Community Pep Rally on August 9 at the Harper McCaughan Town 
Green on Jeff Davis Ave. See more photos from the event on Page 6. 



August 20, 2018 2

Welcome
TOBACK SCHOOL

cont. from front page

it and handing out patriotic red, 
white and blue voting stickers as 
patrons exited the polls. 
Just over 2,500 voters turned 

out for the event – 1,575 voting 
yes and 944 voting no. 
“We did not have capacity to 

exceed that,” Fleming said. 
Betty Lee, a resident of Long 

Beach for thirty-fi ve years, 
thirty-three years of which she 
worked as a teacher for the 
school district, said she was 
excited to be a part of such an 
important and historical event. 
“I think our modern generation 

will be our leaders, and we need 
to make sure they have the right 
educational tools and a good 
facility to grow and progress,” 
she said. “This is defi nitely a big 
day for the city and our school 
system.” 
The last time Long Beach voted 

on funds for a new high school 
was April 2005. The effort failed 

by 30 votes, and then Hurricane 
Katrina hit in August that same 
year. Recovery from storm dam-
ages and loss of student popula-
tion made funding the project a 
moot point until this year. 
According to Long Beach 

School Board President Tim 
Pierce, district offi cials were 
then asking for a bond of approx-
imately $12-$13 million to pay 
for facility updates, proving that 
over time the facility has con-
tinued to age poorly resulting 
in increased maintenance costs 
and safety concerns.  
“Pass Christian, West Harri-

son, Gulfport, Biloxi, Ocean 
Springs, Pascagoula – these 
cities all have new facilities,” 
Pierce said. “We are planning to 
keep up with them, but we can’t 
match offering our students the 
latest in technology without an 
upgrade.” 
Fleming said the election was 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
3937 in Long Beach is holding its 
Second Annual Vietnam Veterans 
Commemorative 3 Club Golf Tour-
nament on Saturday, September 15. 
The event raises funds for the Viet-

nam Veterans Memorial. 
Registration is now open. The 

fi rst eighteen teams to sign up will 
compete on the greens at the Bay-
ou Vista Golf Club located at 13756 
Washington Ave. in Gulfport. 
The group supports various com-

munity causes throughout the year, 
including a children’s bike and toy 
collection for Christmas with vet-
ting and distribution through local 
churches, the Long Beach Food Pan-
try, Humane Society, West Harrison 
High School’s ROTC program, the 
Long Beach Fire Department’s “Fire 
Pups” program, and more. 
Some of the fundraisers for these 

programs include an annual Fish 
Fry, silent auction, and community 
steak nights and breakfasts. Steak 

By Amanda Compton-Ortiz nights are held from 5 to 8 p.m. 
on Fridays, and breakfast is served 
from 7 to 10 a.m. on Saturdays at 
the post located at 213 Klondyke 
Road in Long Beach. Plates are $15. 
Proceeds benefi t veterans and active 
duty troops and their dependents. 
Last year, the post’s golf tourna-

ment raised $2,000 for the nation-
al memorial, whose black granite 
walls cover a two-acre site in Wash-
ington, D.C., bearing the inscrip-
tions of more than 58,000 men and 
women who died in the Vietnam 
War or remain missing. 
Each team consists of four players 

who will choose three clubs from 
their own bag, with a shotgun start 
at 8 a.m. 
The event will feature prizes and 

raffl es, and a homemade Italian 
lunch at the Trax Bar & Grill at 830 
E. Railroad St. in Long Beach. 
The cost is $45 per player or $180 

per team and includes a golf cart. 
All monies must be received by 
September 1. Call John Francis at 
850-303-1795 to register.

VFW Post golf tourney
registration underwayLong Beach residents

make election history

90 Happy 

Birthday 
th

WISHING YOU A VERY SPECIAL DAY, SEPT. 4th!
Mr. "Winkey" YarbroughMr. "Winkey" Yarbrough
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION & 

Featured Property

UNDER CONTRACT

RECENTLY SOLD

Beach Life Properties, LLC, Broker, Marcy Bartman, 
reached one of the Top Producer Awards in 2017, first 
year of business and this year business has doubled!  
The firm’s motto ‘Love making a difference in people’s 
lives and that passion will never go out of style’ makes 
people come back to purchase more properties.  Marcy 
says, “My clients know my dedication and work ethic is 
in my commitment to help them reach their goal.”  

Marcy lives and resides in Long Beach with her son, 
Zane.  Their interest includes music, being outdoors and 
enjoying life.

Elite Representation and One-of-a-Kind Service 

421 E 4th St. Long Beach, MS 421 E 4th St. Long Beach, MS

 Lot 8, River’s Edge D’Iberville, MS Lot 61, Landon Green Gulfport, MS

2252 Beach Drive #2206  
The Villas at Legacy

Gulfport, MS

1899 Beach Blvd. #706
Seabreeze Condominiums

Biloxi, MS
210 Oak Gardens Ave

Long Beach, MS
234 Lantana Blvd.
Long Beach, MS

18031 Allen Rd.
Long Beach, MS

136 Youngswood Loop
Pass Christian, MS

846 Reunion Place
Biloxi, MS

418 E. Third St.
Long Beach, MS

123 Trautman Ave.
Long Beach, MS

1162 John Evans Rd.
Gulfport, MS

1550 E Second St. #S-112 
Pass Christian, MS

623 Royal Oak
Pass Christian, MS

807 Dove Blvd.
Bay St. Louis, MS

207 Union St.
Bay St Louis, MS

205 Lynwood Circle
 Long Beach, MS

35 Pembrook Circle
Gulfport, MS

515 E. Marigold
Long Beach, MS

110 Dearman Ave.
Long Beach, MS

104 Winters Lane
Long Beach, MS

104 Barkley Dr. 
Pass Christian, MS

228-452-1186
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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Grace Lutheran Church

19221 Pineville Road, Long Beach, MS 39560

• Sunday School 8:45 a.m.
• Worship 10 a.m.
• Wednesday Noon Service
• Wednesday Evening Worship / 
  Bible Study 7 p.m.

228-864-4248
gracepastordave1@gmail.com

www.gracelongbeach.com
God’s work, Our hands

WORSHIP HOURS

Long Beach Presbyterian Church
Established 1909

“Reaching up to God – Reaching out to others”

125 East Second St
Long Beach, MS 39560
228-863-7633

LBPCUSA@outlook.com
LBPCUSA.ORG

Ÿ 9:00 AM Interdenominational 
Special Needs Sunday School 
at 208 South Burke Ave

Ÿ 9:30 AM Adult Bible Study
Ÿ 10:30 AM Worship Service 

(Communion on the first 
Sunday of the Month)

Sundays

 Sunday:

228.864.2584

Connecting People With Jesus
Wednesday:

6:00 - 7:00 PM  Classes
and Activities (All Ages)

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

300 North Cleveland Ave 
Long Beach, MS 39560

9:00 AM Worship
10:30 AM Bible Study (All Ages)

6:00 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (Special Activities for Preschooler-Youth during the year)

SUNDAY A.M.
Bible Classes: 9:00 

Worship: 10:00

SUNDAY P.M.
Life Group: 5:30

TUESDAY P.M.
Men’s Group: 6:30 – 

Various Locations

WEDNESDAY P.M. 
Dinner Meal: 5:15 
Praise Time: 6:00 
Bible Classes: 6:30

(All Sunday & Wednesday events are for all ages!)
200 N. Cleveland                                 228-239-9296

An estimated 800 people gath-
ered in downtown Long Beach 
earlier this month to enjoy the 
sights and sounds offered by Long 
Beach Live’s Finally First Friday. 
The event, featuring live music 

and classic cars, is held on the 
fi rst Friday of every month at 7 
p.m. at the Harper McCaughan 
Town Green on Jeff Davis Ave.
The August 3 event entertained 

a record crowd of all ages with 
a live concert performance by 
Bruce Smelley and The Southern 
Classics. In addition, nearly 120 
cruisers participated.
“This is a good thing for the 

city,” said Long Beach Fire Chief 
Mike Brown. “We had more peo-
ple and cars come out than ever 
before. It was a great night.” 
Long Beach resident Archae 

Laubmeier said she attends the 
event regularly. 
“I really enjoy it,” she said. “It’s 

great to sit outside and relax and 
listen to music. It’s also nice to 
visit with friends and catch up 
with people you haven’t seen in 
a while.” 
The next event will be held Fri-

day, September 7, from 7 until 10 
p.m. and feature performances by 
the Kelsey Moran Band. 
The event was started seven 

years ago by Long Beach Live, 
a group of seven individuals who 
wanted to provide residents with 
a fun, family-friendly night out 
to relax and enjoy the hometown 

By Amanda Compton-Ortiz feel of the city.
Its live concert series is spon-

sored by the Island View Casino 
Resort in Gulfport with bands 
being booked locally anywhere 
from New Orleans, Louisiana, to 
Mobile, Alabama. 
During the event, patrons are 

also invited to visit the local busi-
nesses in the area as they are open 
late and offer special deals and 
discounts. 
“Business owners say they get 

two-thirds more business on that 
night than what they typically get 
on a Friday night,” Brown said. 
According to Jenny Levens, 

community affairs director for the 
City of Long Beach and a mem-
ber of Long Beach Live, about 75 
people attended its debut. 
The event was formerly held on 

a Thursday and initially started 
as a cruise-in, inviting classic car 
owners to cruise the city’s main 
downtown strip. And while it 
attracted a fair amount of people, 
Levens said the numbers skyrock-
eted when live music was added 
and the event was moved to Fri-
day. 
“We revamped it this year in the 

spring,” Levens said. “It has real-
ly taken off, and we are thinking 
about expanding it.” 
The event typically attracts 

between 300 and 750 people and 
is held annually from April to 
October. But with its continued 
growth, organizers have plans 
to extend it to the fi rst Friday in 
November. 

First Friday entertains a
record crowd for August

All are welcome to join us for worship Sunday’s @10 am
Connect Kid’s 10am
20144 Pineville Rd Suite C

Connect/Grow/Go

www.connectcommunitygc.org
228-209-7779

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Vietnamese Cuisine
5130 Beatline Rd. Unit B
Long Beach, MS 39560
228-357-5269

Mattress Clearance Center
50-70% off retail mattress prices

2205 John Hill Blvd. Suite G Gulfport, MS

Josh Greer
985-707-8567

Krystine Scott
985-445-7487&

CALL US TODAY!

longbeachbreeze

GET SOCIAL!

mailto:gracepastordave1@gmail.com
http://www.gracelongbeach.com/
mailto:LBPCUSA@outlook.com
http://lbpcusa.org/
http://www.connectcommunitygc.org/
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For Jenny Levens, communi-
ty affairs director for the City 
of Long Beach, nothing should 
stand between man and the 
ocean. 
That’s why she, along with oth-

er members of the Junior Auxil-
iary (JA) of Gulfport, decided to 
close the gap. 
On Friday, August 17, the chap-

ter cut the ribbon on a $20,000 
legacy project that provides 
handicap beach access. 
“We are very passionate about 

allowing everyone the chance to 
have access to the beach,” Lev-
ens said. “We want to see fami-
lies enjoying the beach together 
without anyone having to sit on 
the sidelines.”
“You just see too much of that 

here on the Coast ,and we decid-
ed that had to change.” 
The event was attended by 

local offi cials, including Long 
Beach Mayor George Bass, and 
members of the city’s Board of 
Aldermen, Pass Christian May-
or Chipper McDermott, and for-
mer mayor of Long Beach, Billy 
Skellie. 
Employees of the Long Beach 

Public Works Department, along 
with the department’s director 
Joe Culpepper, were recognized 
at the event for their work in ful-
ly erecting the project in time for 
its offi cial opening.  
The project, dubbed the Long 

Beach Wheel Way, is the fi rst of 
its kind on the Gulf Coast. The 
nearest handicap beach access is 
located in Orange Beach, Ala-
bama. 
The idea for the project was sub-

mitted by JA Gulfport members 
about a year ago and received 
widespread approval from the 
chapter and the Long Beach 
community. 
“It has been an honor and priv-

ilege to work on this project,” 
said Anila Goldin, president of 
JA Gulfport. “To think this will 
enable someone to touch the sand 
for the fi rst time and to enjoy all 
of the beauty the Gulf Coast has 
to offer is a remarkable experi-
ence. It’s truly a blessing to be a 
part of it.” 
Harrison County Sheriff 

Department’s Beth Victoriano, 
founder of Ainsley’s Angels of 
South Mississippi, said she feels 
a special connection to the Wheel 
Way because it aligns with the 

By Amanda Compton-Ortiz

group’s mission to promote the 
inclusion of elderly and disabled 
citizens in everyday life. 
“This is a great addition to the 

community,” Victoriano said. 
“It gives people an opportunity 
to bring all of their friends and 
family members out to the beach 
including those who are dis-
abled or have limited mobility. 
They don’t have to leave them at 
home or leave them behind.” 
Victoriano also said the Wheel 

Way is a great service to others, 
including children with autism 
who, for example, may suf-
fer with sensory issues such as 
increased sensitivity to touch 
and different textures like sand.   
“Now, they too can walk across 

the beach down to the water,” 
she said. “This is for everyone.” 
Everyone also includes those 

who may not be so steady on 
their feet, wheelchair users, and 
even parents pushing strollers.
The Wheel Way starts on the 

west side of the parking lot 
between Steve’s Marina Restau-
rant and the Jim Simpson, Sr. 
Memorial Fishing Pier in Long 
Beach. 
It consists of a portable pathway 

made of a durable plastic mesh 
material specifi cally designed 
to fi lter sand. Levens said you 
could compare it to something 
like that of plastic woven place-
mats. 
The surface material was also 

specifi cally chosen with fl exibil-
ity in mind to make it easy to roll 

up and store during inclement 
weather, according to Levens. 
The Wheel Way is nearly 200 

feet in length. It stretches 90 feet 
from the parking lot to where the 
sand meets the water and another 
106 feet along the water’s edge.
Two sunshade huts are located 

along the Wheel Way to provide 
a place for patrons to rest and 
relax. The huts were specially 
built by Long Beach Custom 
Boats. The 12x12 structures are 
equipped with roofi ng made of 
wind sails and bear the longest 
aluminum poles the business has 
ever made at a height of 18 feet. 
Signage and all other materials 

for the Wheel Way was donat-
ed by JA Gulfport, a part of the 
National Association of Junior 
Auxiliaries, Inc. 
Junior Auxiliary chapters are 

represented by women who 
endeavor to be active, construc-
tive community participants. It 
was founded on the principles of 
helping children and making a 
difference in people’s lives. 
Levens said residents have 

overwhelmingly accepted the 
area’s need for something like 
the Wheel Way.
“I feel like people have lived 

here their whole lives and have 
missed out on nature’s gift to the 
Coast,” she said. “Now they will 
get to watch their children and 
grandchildren play in the water 
and explore and discover togeth-
er everything the beach has to 
offer.” 

Wheel Way gives access to everyone

Photo by Amanda Compton-Ortiz

Members of the Junior Auxiliary of Gulfport (left to right) Selena Rogers, Brennan 
Montella, Edirne McVay, Austin Coomer, Jenny Levens, Alina Goldin, Ellen Taylor, 
Brittany Barton, and Nicole Allen, offi cially open the Gulf Coast’s fi rst-ever handicap 
beach access, the Long Beach Wheel Way, during a ribbon cutting ceremony on 
August 17.

mailto:news@longbeachbreeze.com
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Photos by Fred Weller and Amanda Compton-Ortiz
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Long Beach community Pep rally, Go Bearcats!



August 20, 2018 7

This year, Long Beach School 
District is announcing the 
launch of 
“Spot My 
Bus.” The 
smart app will
allow parents 
to track their 
child’s school 
bus in real time 
and help elim-
inate some of 
the waiting 
in hot, cold 
or inclement 
weather. Par-
ents will be able to download 
the app, set up their account and 

then have it set to ring when the 
bus nears their stop and when it 
arrives. 
Each year, the routes must be 

calibrated 
for a week 
or so at the 
beginning of 
school before 
parents will 
be able to 
use the app. 
It will be 
announced 
on the dis-
trict’s Web 
site and dis-
trict social 

media when the app is ready to 
be used.

Special to Long Beach Breeze

New school app allows 
parents to track busesLong Beach High School

Thursday, Aug. 23, 6–7 p.m.
Long Beach Middle School
Tuesday, Aug. 21, 6 –7 p.m.

Harper McCaughan Elementary School
Tuesday, Aug. 28, 6–7 p.m.

W.J. Quarles Elementary School 
Monday, Aug. 20, 6–7 p.m.

Thomas L. Reeves Elementary School
Monday, Aug. 27, 6 –6:30 p.m.

Open House Dates:

Central Offi ce 
Administration/Departments

19148 Commission Road | |  228-864-1146

Superintendent Dr. Jay Smith
jay.smith@lbsdk12.com
Assistant Superintendent Christi Spinks
christi.spinks@lbsdk12.com
Director of Finance Amber Geiser
amber.geiser@lbsdk12.com
Director of Accountability Lori Price
lori.price@lbsdk12.com
Director of Human Resources Jessica Matheson
jessica.matheson@lbsdk12.com
Communications and Compliance Leigh Anne 
Biggs
leighanne.biggs@lbsdk12.com

Departmental Staff

Director of Student Services Susan Molesworth 
susan.molesworth@lbsdk12.com
228-864-8085
Director of Child Nutrition Deedee Hurt
deedee.hurt@lbsdk12.com
228-864-1337
Director of Technology Matt Ely
matt.ely@lbsdk12.com
228-867-3159
Director of Transportation Russ Badeaux
russ.badeaux@lbsdk12.com
228-867-1775
Director of Maintenance Don Crawford
don.crawford@lbsdk12.com
228-867-3156
Director of Athletics Terry D’Angelo
terry.dangelo@lbsdk12.com
228-863-6945

LBSD Central Offi ce and Departmental Staff

mailto:jay.smith@lbsdk12.com
mailto:christi.spinks@lbsdk12.com
mailto:amber.geiser@lbsdk12.com
mailto:lori.price@lbsdk12.com
mailto:jessica.matheson@lbsdk12.com
mailto:leighanne.biggs@lbsdk12.com
mailto:susan.molesworth@lbsdk12.com
mailto:deedee.hurt@lbsdk12.com
mailto:matt.ely@lbsdk12.com
mailto:russ.badeaux@lbsdk12.com
mailto:don.crawford@lbsdk12.com
mailto:terry.dangelo@lbsdk12.com
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School is back in session in 
Long Beach, and, as the children 
begin a new year at school, many 
organizations involved with the 
Long Beach Public Library are 
beginning their new year, as 
well.
The Friends of the Long Beach 

Public Library will have their 
fi rst meeting in September.  It 
will be held on Monday, Sep-
tember 10, at 1 p.m. at the Long 
Beach Public Library. Those 
who wish to join the Friends can 
choose to be an active or inac-
tive member for only $10 a year.  
The Friends of the Library help 
to sponsor such events as Sum-
mer Reading, Pre-School Story 
Time, and our recent Harry Pot-
ter Birthday Party.
Many Harry Potter fans realize 

the character’s birthday is July 
31. On July 27, the library had 
a birthday party in his honor, 
and it was attended by 127 Har-
ry Potter fans. Complete with a 
Vanishing Cabinet, a reading by 
Professor Severus Snape, three 
cakes, a hunt for twelve golden 
snitches, pizza, and much more, 
dare I say it…?  Even Professor 

Umbridge might have had fun. 
Thanks to all who provided and 
gave of their time to celebrate 
this beloved children’s book 
character and to our director, 
Denise, for the wonderful idea.
The Long Beach Public Library’s 

Book Club also begins meeting 
next month. They will meet at 
the library on Monday, Septem-
ber 17, at 1 p.m., and the book 
for the month is Miller’s Valley: 
a Novel by Anna Quindlen.  New 
members are welcome. Contact 
the Long Beach Public Library 
for more information at 228-
863-0711 if you are interested.
Did you know that September 

is National Library Card Sign 
Up Month? Children who are 
fi ve years of age and older can 
get their very own library card 
as long as they have a parent 
cosign their card. Call the library 
for more details on how to get a 
library card for your child. 
Hope to see you at the library 

soon! 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Renee Ray-
burn is the Director of Youth 
and Technology Services for the 
Long Beach Public Library.

By Guest Columnist Renee Rayburn

Library kicks new school 
year off with full agenda

Kennedy Kuntz of Long Beach 
is one of more than fi ve hundred 

elementary, 
junior high 
and high 
school cheer-
leaders and 
dancers from 
across the 
country who 
will represent 
Varsity Spir-
it in the 2018 

Thanksgiving Tour at the Walt 
Disney World Resort in Orlando, 
Florida.
All-Americans are selected via 

tryout based on superior dance 
skills at Varsity Spirit camps. Only 
the top ten percent of the dancers 
from Varsity Spirit camps earn 
the chance to march in a holiday 

parade of this caliber.  
Kennedy Kuntz will perform with 

the Varsity Spirit All-Americans 
in a one-of-a-kind pre-parade per-
formance through Disney’s Magic 
Kingdom Park on Thanksgiving 
Day. Kuntz is excited about the 
honor and dancing in this perfor-
mance because it is a new expe-
rience for her. She’s also looking 
forward to the Disney trip itself. 
Besides enjoying a sunny trip to 
Orlando, All-Americans will have 
the opportunity to meet cheerlead-
ers and dancers from across the 
nation and enjoy a magical holi-
day season at Walt Disney World 
Resort parks. 
The Varsity All-American pro-

gram is celebrating more than 
thirty years of choosing camp 
standouts.  For more information, 
visit www.varsity.com or contact 
Ian Betti at 800-238-0286.

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Long Beach student to 
perform at Disney World

Sept. 3 Labor Day (Holiday)

Sept. 6 Progress Reports

Oct. 1 Professional Development 

Oct. 8 Columbus Day (Holiday) 

Oct. 10-11 Exams 

Oct. 12 Quarter Begins 

Oct. 18 Report Cards

Nov. 13 Progress Reports 

Nov. 19-23 Thanksgiving (Holiday) 

Dec. 20-21 Exams 

Dec. 24-Jan. 4 Christmas and New Year’s (Holiday) 

Jan. 7 Parent Conference 

Jan. 8 Quarter Begins 

Jan. 14 Exams 

Jan. 21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday (Holiday)

Feb. 7 Progress Reports

March 4-5 Mardi Gras (Holiday)

March 12-13 Exams

March 14 Quarter Begins

March 20 Report Cards

April 12 Progress Reports 

April 19 Good Friday (Holiday) 

April 22-26 Easter (Holiday)

May 21-22 Exams 

May 23-24 Professional Development 

May 27 Memorial Day (Holiday)

LBSD calendar 2018-19

Special to Long Beach Breeze

http://www.varsity.com/
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LBHS JV Football
Games start at 6:30 p.m. 

Aug. 20 @ Hancock
Aug. 27 Gulfport
Sept. 4 St. Martin
Sept. 10 @ Biloxi

Sept. 17 Harrison Central
Sept. 24 @ Picayune

Oct. 1 @ West Harrison
Oct. 8 @ Pass Christian

Long Beach Middle School Football 
                                           B-Team / A-Team
Aug. 30 Ocean Springs         5:00   /   6:30            
Sept. 6 Central Gulfport       5:00   /   6:30            
Sept. 13 Bayou View            5:00   /   6:30            
Sept. 20 @ Biloxi                   5:00   /   6:30            
Sept. 27 @ Hancock              5:00   /   6:30            
Oct. 4 North Gulfport            5:00   /   6:30         
Oct. 11 @ Picayune               5:00   /   6:30 
 Oct. 18 Playoff Game                          TBA
 Oct. 25 Championship Game               TBA

2018 Football Schedules 

Representatives from three 
Mississippi universities – Mis-
sissippi Gulf Coast Community 
College (MGCCC), Missis-
sippi State University (MSU) 
and the University of Southern 
Mississippi (USM) – recently 
visited the Naval Construction 
Battalion Center (NCBC) Gulf-
port, Mississippi, to explore 
possible avenues for bringing a 
fully-accredited four-year civil 
engineering degree program to 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
The main purpose of their visit 

was for NCBC Gulfport leader-
ship and university representa-
tives to discuss possible ways 
of partnering together for this 
initiative by seeing if the Sea-
bee base might be able to assist 
in providing training facilities 
and classrooms for use by stu-
dents and university faculty.
While here, the representatives 

toured the Naval Construction 
Training Center (NCTC) to 
view fi rsthand the classrooms 
and equipment available for 
teaching U.S. Navy Seabees the 
construction and civil engineer-
ing skills necessary for them to 
build and maintain facilities 
throughout the world in support 
of U.S. Department of Defense 
operations. This tour gave them 
the opportunity to discuss var-
ious ways they might be able 
to make use of the facilities for 
teaching classes geared toward 
a civil engineering degree.
NCBC Gulfport leadership 

and staff have already been 
working with these universities 
to see if the community col-
leges could align courses they 
already offer on the coast to the 
degree requirements of four-
year accredited universities so 
that students could easily trans-
fer credits from community 
colleges to the four-year uni-
versities.
If successful, this partnership 

could bring a fully-accredit-
ed civil engineering degree 
program to the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast so that Sailors, and 
even non-military-affi liated 
students, could pursue a civ-

Special to the Long Beach Breeze il engineering degree without 
having to leave the coastal 
area. Three of the main issues 
they addressed were ensuring 
there were adequate facilities 
available for teaching civil 
engineering-related courses, 
determining whether a suffi -
cient number of students were 
interested in enrolling, and 
making sure there were enough 
professors available to teach 
the coursework.
“We have an excellent oppor-

tunity here to showcase the 
types of facilities and train-
ing at NCBC Gulfport, and to 
exchange ideas about the pos-
sibility of forging partnerships 
with these coastal, in-state uni-
versities to make it easier for 
our Sailors and other students 
to pursue a degree in engi-
neering,” said Capt. William 
Whitmire, NCBC Gulfport 
commanding offi cer.
Currently, MSU has ABET-

EAC engineering programs 
available for mechanical and 
electrical engineering degrees 
at the MGCCC campus in 
Gautier, but no schools on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast have 
a program set up for students 
who want to pursue a civil 
engineering degree, said Whit-
mire.
While this venture is still in 

the exploration stage, Whitmire 
said he believes that bringing a 
civil engineering degree pro-
gram to the coast would be a 
win-win situation both for the 
Mississippi coastal community 
and the U.S. Navy.
“Not only would having a 

local, fully-accredited four-
year engineering degree pro-
gram make it easier for Sailors 
to achieve their higher edu-
cation goals while they’re at 
NCBC Gulfport, but this would 
also be an added incentive for 
Mississippi students to stay on 
the coast so they can pursue a 
civil engineering degree, and it 
would be a great benefi t to the 
economic development of the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast since 
this also aligns with the eco-
nomic-development goals in 
the local area,” said Whitmire.

NCBC, colleges explore 
civil engineering program LBHS Varsity Football 

All games start at 7 p.m.

** District Game                      

HC – Homecoming                     

SN – Senior Night  

Aug. 31 Bay St. Louis
Sept. 7 @ Vancleave

Sept. 14 @ Greene County
Sept. 21 Pearl River Central**

Sept. 28 Gautier** (HC)
Oct. 5 @ Wayne County**

Oct. 12 @ Picayune**
Oct. 19 @ West Harrison**
Oct. 26 Hattiesburg** (SN)

Nov. 2 @ Stone**
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New year paves way for student opportunities

Back-to-school season is 
an exciting time for students 
because it is fi lled with new 
challenges and opportunities to 
learn. 
Mississippi students excel 

when they are challenged. Not 
only have our students risen 
to higher academic expecta-
tions in recent years, they have 
shown faster gains than the 
nation in reading, math and sci-
ence. These achievements are 
the result of the state’s focus on 
improving teaching and learn-
ing and they are earning Mis-
sissippi national recognition. 
Public education in Mississippi 
is on the rise as student achieve-
ment continues to climb in every 
grade, from pre-K through the 
twelfth grade. 
This year we are building upon 

the unprecedented gains in stu-
dent achievement with initia-
tives in the elementary, middle 
and high school levels. These 
efforts will further help stu-
dents prepare for college, the 
workforce and life. 
Elementary School
The Literacy-Based Promotion 

Act helps ensure that every stu-
dent meets grade-level reading 
standards by the end of third 
grade. Since the law went into 
effect in 2014, the percentage of 
third graders passing the initial 
reading test that is required for 
promotion has increased from 
85 percent to 93.2 percent. 
It is important that we don’t 

let up on our statewide effort to 
improve literacy. Starting this 
year, third-grade students will 
need to reach a higher bar to 
demonstrate they are ready for 
fourth-grade reading instruc-
tion. Up until this past school 
year, the law required third 
graders to score “above the 
lowest achievement level” to 
qualify for promotion, which 
is at the minimal level. Starting 
this year, third graders will need 
to score “above the lowest two 
achievement levels.” This is 
Level 3 on the reading portion 
of the Mississippi Academic 
Assessment Program English 
Language Arts test. Level 3, or 
passing, is one step closer to 
profi cient, which is Level 4. 
Middle School

By Carey M. Wright, Ed.D., State 
Superintendent of Education

Before the end of seventh 
grade, all students will now 
complete an Individual Success 
Plan (ISP), which is a fi ve-year 
career exploration plan that stu-
dents complete with the help of 
a teacher or school counselor. 
The ISP helps students identify 
their career interests and plan 
a program of study that aligns 
with their career goals and 
leads to graduation. The ISP 
will be revisited annually by 
the student, parent and educa-
tor and evolve along with stu-
dents’ interests and goals. The 
ISP provides an opportunity 
for students to connect school 
to interests and explore career 
pathways in a supportive envi-
ronment.
High School
This year Mississippi will start 

offering new opportunities for 
high school students to make 
their high school diploma more 
valuable. Incoming ninth grad-
ers get to choose whether they 
want to work towards a tradi-
tional high school diploma, or 
take additional classes to earn 
an academic, distinguished aca-
demic or career and technical 
education endorsement. 
The options give students the 

chance to get the most out of 
their high school experience. 
Each diploma endorsement 
option will prepare them to be 
successful after graduation, 
whether that be in college, the 
workforce, or a career and tech-
nical training program.   
I’m excited that Mississip-

pi high schools offer differ-
ent opportunities to make sure 
all students graduate prepared 
for the future, and Mississippi 
Institutions of Higher Learning 
join me in that excitement. This 
year’s incoming 9th graders 
who earn an academic or dis-
tinguished academic diploma 
endorsement from our public 
high schools will automatically 
qualify for admission into any 
of the state’s public universi-
ties. Once enrolled, students 
will be placed in credit-bearing 
courses and will not be required 
to take remedial courses that 
don’t earn college credit. 
Also, starting in the fall of 

2019, all public universities in 
Mississippi will award three 
hours of college credit for an 
Advanced Placement (AP) 
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score of 3 or higher on an AP 
exam. The universities may 
provide up to six credit hours, 
per exam, depending on the 
subject and AP exam for stu-
dents scoring a 4 or 5. That 
means students who take AP 
courses this school year have 
the potential to earn valuable 
college credits from the state’s 
public universities. 

These initiatives and others 
that will be rolled out as the 
school year progresses are all 
designed to equip students to 
be successful in achieving their 
goals, whether that be the next 
grade, course, college or work. 
As educators, it is our job to 
support them, and to continue 
to give them opportunities to 
reach their greatest potential.

Long Beach High School
300 East Old Pass Road, 228-863-6945

Facebook: Long Beach High School Long Beach, Mississippi
School hours 8 a.m.–3:15 p.m.

Principal Dr. Talia Lock talia.lock@lbsdk12.com
Assistant Principals Patrick Bennett patrick.bennett@lbsdk12.com

Rebeccah Ladner rebeccah.ladner@lbsdk12.com

Long Beach Middle School
204 N. Cleveland Avenue, 228-864-3370

Facebook: Long Beach Middle School Long Beach, Mississippi
School Hours 8 a.m.–3:20 p.m.

Earliest Drop Off 7:30 a.m.
Latest Pick-up 3:45 p.m.

Principal Dr. Timothy Holland tim.holland@lbsdk12.com
Assistant Principal Johanna Hughey johanna.hughey@lbsdk12.com

Harper McCaughan Elementary
19200 Pineville Road, 228-863-0478

Twitter @HarperLBSD
Facebook: Harper McCaughan Elementary School Long Beach, Mississippi

School Hours 7:30 a.m.–2:15 p.m.
Earliest Drop Off 7 a.m.
Latest Pick-up 2:35 p.m.

Principal Kathryn Standish kathryn.standish@lbsdk12.com
Assistant Principal Forrest Williams forrest.williams@lbsdk12.com

W.J. Quarles Elementary
111 Quarles Street, 228-864-3946

Twitter @quarles_strong
Facebook: W. J. Quarles Elementary School Long Beach, Mississippi

School Hours 7:55 a.m. - 2:25 p.m.
Earliest Drop Off 7:15 a.m.
Latest Pick-up 2:45 p.m.

Principal Dr. Jan Hansen jan.hansen@lbsdk12.com

Thomas L. Reeves Elementary
214 St. Augustine Drive, 228-864-9764

Facebook: Thomas L. Reeves Elementary School Long Beach, Mississippi
School Hours 7:55 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Earliest Drop Off 7:15 a.m.
Latest Pick-up 2:45 p.m.

Principal Rhonda Powell rhonda.powell@lbsdk12.com

Contacts and hours 
for district schools

mailto:talia.lock@lbsdk12.com
mailto:patrick.bennett@lbsdk12.com
mailto:rebeccah.ladner@lbsdk12.com
mailto:tim.holland@lbsdk12.com
mailto:johanna.hughey@lbsdk12.com
mailto:kathryn.standish@lbsdk12.com
mailto:forrest.williams@lbsdk12.com
mailto:jan.hansen@lbsdk12.com
mailto:rhonda.powell@lbsdk12.com
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“Be the person you needed 
when you were younger” is 
the theme for teachers heading 
into the new 2018-2019 school 
year, according to Long Beach 
High School (LBHS) Principal 
Talia Lock. 
“We must keep in mind that 

we are teaching the child and 
not the test,” Lock said. “None 
of us signed up when, we were 
in college and thought, I can’t 
wait for my kids to be profi-
cient in advanced placement.’” 
“We know where improve-

ments need to be made and we 
have a plan in place, but in the 
middle of all of that, we have to 
remember we went into teach-
ing to inspire and motivate.”  
Lock and other faculty and 

staff throughout the Long 
Beach School District kicked 
off their first week back to 
school with a special luncheon 
at the high school’s gymnasium 
on August 2. Teachers began 
work on August 1. 
The event featured hamburg-

ers and hot dogs served by 
Long Beach police and fire 
departments, each of whose 
representatives spoke about the 
importance of emergency “lock 
downs” and other multi-hazard 
safety measures school faculty 
and staff should be aware of in 
the event of natural disasters or 
crisis situations. 
Lock said the event was also a 

way to educate teachers about 
this year’s theme, which is all 
about enforcing good practices 
such as being nonjudgmental, 
and inspiring and motivating 
each other and their students 
both inside and outside the 
classroom. 
“Throughout the year, we are 

going to stop and do activities 
to remind teachers to continue 
to make an impact on schools,” 
she said, “because sometimes 
we forget.” 
Among other keynote speakers 

were LBSD Board President 
Tim Pierce and State Represen-
tative and Chairman of Edu-
cation Richard Bennett, both 
touting the school district for 
ongoing academic success and 
its ranking among the top three 

By Amanda Compton-Ortiz school districts in the state. 
“I always set me expecta-

tions high for the Long Beach 
School District, and they nev-
er let me down,” said Pierce, 
citing the district’s “A” rating 
from the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education. 
Pierce graduated from LBHS 

in 1978.
According to Bennett, a great 

number of students who gradu-
ate from district schools come 
back to the area to start their 
careers. It’s been an ongoing 
trend in the district for years. 
Bennett’s son is an LBHS 

graduate and now serves as 
assistant principal there.  
“It’s just a testament to how 

good this school system is and 
what great, dedicated staff and 
teachers there are here…It 
makes me proud.” 
LBHS art teacher and year-

book advisor Angela Crawford 
said she and other teachers 
throughout the district spent 
their first week back to school 
setting up their rooms, prepar-
ing lesson plans, going over 
curriculum and technology 
changes, getting familiar with 
the district Web site, handbook 
policies and gradebook chang-
es, and more. 
“This ensures we are all on 

the same page and are prepared 
for students when they come 
back,” she said. 
Crawford, who has spent four-

teen of her nineteen years with 
the district teaching at LBHS, 
said she hopes to be a positive 
influence for her students in the 
new year. 
“I want to create an environ-

ment that my students look 
forward to each day,” she said. 
“I’m looking forward to it.” 
Dan Pepper, who is in his fifth 

year teaching U.S. History and 
Advanced Placement U.S. His-
tory at LBHS, echoed Craw-
ford’s sentiments. 
“I’m looking forward to get-

ting kids back in the class-
room,” he said. “This year, I 
want to encourage students to 
push harder and realize they 
have goals and dreams and that 
they don’t have to settle. 
“It’s not only about subject 

content, it’s about living life.” 

LBSD teachers to keep
focus on all students

Drivers can keep themselves 
and others safe by taking proper 
precautions, leaving earlier and 
avoiding distractions. 
“Be alert in school zones and 

near school buses to keep Missis-
sippi students safe,” said Melinda 
McGrath, P.E., MDOT executive 
director. “An accident can occur 
quickly if drivers are not cau-
tious.”  
During drop off and pick up 

times, schools can be busy with 
traffic. If possible, carpool to 
reduce the number of vehicles at 
the school. Use designated areas 
to avoid loading or unloading 
children across the street from 
their school. 
 Buses help move a great num-

ber of students. If the yellow or 
red lights are flashing and the stop 
paddle is extended, traffic must 
stop to allow children to safely 
cross the street. The area ten feet 
around a school bus is the most 
dangerous for children because 
visibility can be reduced. Stop far 
enough back to allow them space 
to safely enter and exit the bus.
“Never pass a bus from behind 

or from either direction if you’re 
on a two-lane road. Traffic should 
be completely stopped so chil-
dren can safely cross the street,” 

Special to Long Beach Breeze McGrath said. 
Motorists should also remember 

to share the road with pedestrians 
and bikers. Always yield to pedes-
trians at crosswalks and intersec-
tions, especially when flashers are 
blinking in a school zone. For bik-
ers, motorists should only allow 
at least three feet of space when 
passing.
Pedestrians and bikers can do 

their part to safely arrive at school 
by being predictable and not mak-
ing sudden movements around 
traffic. Pedestrians should use 
sidewalks and pay attention to 
traffic signs. Bikers should always 
ride in the same direction as traffic 
and wear appropriate safety gear.
“There are many ways to get to 

school,” McGrath said. “When 
people travel with caution and 
care, everyone can reach their 
destinations safely.”
Children learn from their parents 

and peers. Setting a good example 
and practicing safety can help cre-
ate a positive transportation envi-
ronment. 
For more information about 

school zone safety and to down-
load a free coloring book for chil-
dren, visit www.GoMDOT.com/
safetyeducation. Follow and like 
@MississippiDOT on Twitter, 
Instagram and Facebook for more 
back to school safety tips.

MDOT makes safety a 
priority in school zones

Jason Lindholm, LPL
Financial Advisor

Lindholm Wealth 
Management

19017 Pineville Road, Long Beach MS
228-731-3000

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member Finra/SIPC. Certificates of Deposit are FDIC insured and offer a fixed rate of return. Brokered CDs sold prior to 
maturity in the secondary market may result in loss of principal due to fluctuations in the interest rate or lack of liquidity. Brokered CDs are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (”DTC”). Brokered CDs with step-down and/or call provisions may be less favorable than traditional CDs without these features.

As of 8-10-18
Rates subject to change

THE FAMILY ATTIC
Klondyke Plaza

ALL-Wood Adirondack 
Chairs $70

Pottery, Jewelry, 
Linens, Baskets

228-206-2595

SUMMER CLEARANCE
LIQUIDATION SALE

528 Klondyke Rd Unit A
Monday-Saturday
10 am - 5 pm 

http://www.gomdot.com/
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Bond issue passes, Long Beach residents respond 
Some Long Beach residents 

have mixed emotions after a $20 
million bond issue to fund ren-
ovations to Long Beach High 
School (LBHS) was passed ear-
lier this month.
Sheeleh McGrew, whose son 

graduated from LBHS in 2010, 
said while she agrees improve-
ments to the school are needed 
she can’t see how residents are 
going to foot the bill. 
“I would like to see a new 

school, but many people like 
myself just can’t afford it,” she 
said. “I think it’s going to place 
a huge burden on the communi-
ty.” 
The bond issue was offi cially 

passed on August 2 by 62.5 per-
cent, with 1,575 voting in favor 
of the bond and 944 opposed.  
According to Long Beach 

School District offi cials, since 
the school system doesn’t 
have suffi cient cash on hand to 
fi nance the construction proj-
ect, the State Bond Commission 
authorizes an election be held to 
allow residents to determine if a 
tax can be levied to pay for the 
bonds. 
The exact amount of the tax 

will be different for each indi-
vidual homeowner, since it is 
based on the city’s assessed 
home values. 
For example, a home valued 

at $200,000 would mean a tax 
increase of approximately $250 
per year, not accounting for any 
exemptions for which home-
owners may be eligible.
Krista Hammond, who vot-

ed in support of the bond, said 
she believed the school needed 
repairs when she attended class-
es there in the 1980s. 
Her daughter is an LBHS grad-

uate who begins her fi rst year of 
teaching this year as the school’s 
head coach for the girls’ soccer 
team. 
“This is a top-rated school dis-

trict, and our teachers and stu-
dents work hard,” Hammond 
said. “They deserve to have the 
tools and infrastructure they 
need to continue to produce 
excelling students.” 
LBSD Board President Tim 

Pierce, who graduated from the 
school in 1978, said having a 
safer, more quality-built school 
would be a better refl ection of 
Long Beach and its school sys-

By Amanda Compton-Ortiz tem’s ranking as the third best 
in the state.
“Long Beach is the fi fth saf-

est city in Mississippi,” he said. 
“The four cities above us all 
have great schools and facili-
ties.
“We have one of the top school 

systems in the state and by far 
the best students and staff, but 
when people come to look for a 
new city and school, the current 
facility gives the wrong impres-
sion of our community.” 
Pierce added that creating a 

more secure environment for 
students and being able to offer 
them a facility that will pave the 
way for the latest in technology 
will also have a trickle-down 
effect on economic growth in 
the city.
“It’s a proven fact that if you 

invest in education and edu-
cating your society crime goes 
down,” he said. “…You have 
a good school system and the 
right people, then business will 
follow.” 
Gracyn Taylor, 18, who gradu-

ated from LBHS this year, voted 
for her fi rst time in the election. 
Taylor cited leaky ceilings and 

fl ooding in classrooms as her 
main reasons for supporting the 
bond issue. 
“I just want students to be able 

to get from class to  class with-
out having to trudge through 
water like I had to,” she said. 
Angela Crawford, art teacher 

and yearbook advisor at LBHS, 
confi rmed the ongoing issue 
with fl ooding at the school. 
“It happens at least twice a 

year,” she said. “I’m glad it’s 
going to get fi xed.” 
The high school was built in 

1958. Construction of addition-
al buildings and renovations to 
its aging infrastructure over the 
years have resulted in the cur-
rent school having 49 entrances 
and exits, posing safety con-
cerns that prompted discussions 
among school offi cials in March 
to consolidate and modernize 
the existing campus. 
Patsy Whitfi eld, Prom Queen 

for LBHS’ Class of 1960, said 
she’s glad students will now 
get to experience the comforts 
of having new, updated class-
rooms. 
“I’ve always wanted the chil-

dren to have a good school,” 
she said. “I attended the school 
when it was still new, so I think, 

what’s a little more money on 
your taxes if you get to give 
these children that same great 
experience.” 
Thomas Ferrell graduated from 

LBHS two years ago and said he 
thinks building an entirely new 
school would be a better option. 
“I feel like this is just putting 

a Band-Aid on the problems at 
the school,” he said. “I feel like 
if anything needs to be done, 
then the entire building needs 
to go, otherwise it’s just a big 
waste of time and money.” 
Pierce explained the district 

has borrowed the maximum 
amount allowed by law, in this 
case, $20 million. That amount, 
he said, is insuffi cient to build 
an entirely new structure. It 
will instead allow the district to 

build new structures on the cur-
rent campus where needed and 
make upgrades and improve-
ments to provide an overall safe 
and state-of-the-art school for 
students. 
Construction plans include 

reducing the total number of 
entrances to the school to four, 
a new auditorium and a new 
gym. 
Details of the plan were pre-

sented to residents at a public 
meeting in June. The district 
will soon begin accepting con-
struction bids on the project and 
award the contract to the lowest 
and best bidder. 
Construction will begin in 

phases in June 2019, with 
a completion date expected 
sometime in 2021. 

Friendship Oak Village, the 
fi rst private housing facility for 
students attending the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi 
Gulf Park campus, will hold 
a grand opening on Saturday, 
September 8, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 
The event is open to the pub-

lic and offers a chance for col-
lege faculty, local businesses, 
students and the community to 
tour the completed facility. 
The facility, housed in the for-

mer Triton Systems building 

Special to the Long Beach Breeze at 522 E. Railroad St. in Long 
Beach, has had a $4.6 million 
makeover that has the capacity 
for 122 students. 
It will provide amenities to stu-
dents including study loung-
es, Wi-Fi, Cable TV, a gated 
swimming pool, outdoor grill, 
basketball court, laundry, and 
controlled access parking with 
a gated parking lot. 
The event will include a pool-

side party, complete with live 
entertainment, food, drinks and 
prizes. 
For more information, call 

228-609-0045.

Oak Village to open Sept. 8

AMOUNT OF TAX INCREASE FOR HOMES ASSESSED CHART
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H A N C O C K
AUTO ANNEX

We Sell Quality

Scott Hancock
O�ce: 228-822-9555
hancockautoannex.com

312 E. Railroad St.
Long Beach, MS 39550
M-F 8:30-6    SAT. 9-3

LBB welcomes new editor
cont. from front page

  PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
Downtown Pass Christian. Utilities included. 

Free access to large conference room, garden patio. 
Walk to beach, park, bank, restaurants. 

Ample o�-street parking.
On-site property management.

800-333-2252. Info@CCLynch.com  and www.300davis.com

Ultracell full spectrum

Brandon Cobb shined as a stand-
out shooting guard under basket-

ball coach 
Jay Ladner at 
St. Stanislaus 
High nearly a 
decade ago.
After coach-

ing stints in 
Texas and 
Louisiana, 
Cobb, 27, 

returns to his native Mississippi 
Gulf Coast as the new leader of 
the boys’ basketball team at Long 
Beach High.
Former Bearcats boys head coach 

Joel Boone, “did a good job and 
I will build upon what he started 
here,’’ Cobb said in a phone inter-
view in June. “We have a good 
group of young guys and will be 
very competitive.’’
A head coach for decades at Mis-

sissippi high schools, Boone guid-
ed the Long Beach boys’ hoops 
teams the past two years. The boys 
on the 15-member Long Beach 
Bearcats roster compete in the 
state’s rugged 5A classifi cation. 
The Bearcats fi nished with a 10-21 
record last season.
A Pass Christian native, Cobb 

enjoyed playing hoops under Lad-
ner, one of the state’s big names in 
basketball coaching circles.
As a senior at St. Stanislaus in 

By Andy Kanengiser Bay St. Louis, Cobb was on a team 
compiling a stellar 23-4 record 
during the 2008-2009 season. The 
Rockachaws fi nished No. 9 in the 
state in 4-A that year. Back then, 
St. Stanislaus faced the Long 
Beach basketball team.
Since 2014, Jay Ladner has served 

as head coach for the men’s hoops 
team at Southeastern Louisiana 
University. The squad in the Bayou 
State sported an impressive 22-12 
record last season. Ladner coached 
at St. Stanislaus High from 1992 
through 2011.
A 2013 LSU graduate, Cobb 

served as head basketball coach 
at Sam Houston High in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana. The Bron-
cos boys squad compiled a 13-17 
record last season. He previously 
worked four years as an assistant 
basketball coach at Cypress Falls 
High, a 6A school in Houston, 
Texas.
Earlier, Cobb picked up valuable 

experience on the Baton Rouge 
campus as a student assistant 
for the LSU basketball team. He 
worked under former Tigers coach 
Trent Johnson.
Coming back to his home turf 

along the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
beaches, he said, will be a great 
opportunity. “I want to bring excite-
ment to Long Beach boys’ bas-
ketball.’’ His wife, Kelsey Cobb, 
serves as a nurse practitioner. The 
couple has two children.

Special to Long Beach Breeze

Cobb chosen to lead the 
LBHS boys basketball ty newspapers in Mississippi such 

as the DeSoto County Tribune, 
DeSoto Times-Tribune, and the 
DeSoto Appeal, a branch of the 
Commercial Appeal in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 
Her entrance into the fi eld began 

in 2003 at the Southaven Press in 
Southaven, Mississippi, where she 
started as a full-time staff writer 
and was later promoted to editor of 
the weekly newspaper. 
She has also held positions such 

as page designer and editor of 
the Enterprise Mountaineer in 
Waynesville, North Carolina, and 
advertising sales representative 
at The South Reporter in Holly 
Springs, Mississippi. 
Her most recent employment 

included working as a freelance 
writer for the DeSoto County 
Newsroom, an online publication 
based in Southaven, Mississippi. 
Keeping in line with the Long 

Beach Breeze’s positive image 
and hyper-local coverage, Comp-
ton-Ortiz encourages residents 
to reach out to her concerning 
upcoming events and happenings 
in the community. 
“I’m looking for comments and 

suggestions on anything from 
localized breaking news like the 
Long Beach High School’s Bond 
Issue, for example, to planned 
community and group fundraisers 
or maybe even a resident or busi-
ness owner who has a unique story 
to tell,” she said. 
Compton-Ortiz has also written 

and photographed for North Mis-
sissippi’s DeSoto Women Maga-
zine, Click Magazine, and Olive 
Branch City Magazine. 
She was awarded for her editori-

al contributions by the Mississippi 
Press Association in the organiza-
tion’s Better Newspaper Contest in 
2006, 2007 and 2008.  
In 2002, Compton-Ortiz also 

won Second Place in a Magazine 
Contest in the Individual Mag-
azine Start-Up category among 
224 universities competing across 
the United States and Canada for 
Reach, a personally created and 
designed magazine for women. 
Internships and undergraduate 

work for Compton-Ortiz compris-
es of her work as a staff reporter at 
The Democrat in Senatobia, Mis-
sissippi, in the summer of 2001, 
and on Northwest Community 
College’s Ranger Rocket in Sen-
atobia, Mississippi, and the Uni-
versity of Mississippi’s The Daily 
Mississippian in Oxford, Missis-
sippi, from 1999-2001. 
Compton-Ortiz is also the creator 

of PetBratt.com, an informative 
online resource for Mississippi 
Gulf Coast residents to help and 
support their local animal shelters, 
groups and organizations. The site, 
which is currently under construc-
tion, is planned to offi cially launch 
in 2020. 
Compton-Ortiz can be contacted 

via email at:
news@longbeachbreeze.com or 
by calling 228-265-9276. 

http://hancockautoannex.com/
http://www.300davis.com/
mailto:Info@cclynch.com
mailto:news@longbeachbreeze.com
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Long Beach Customers Only!
**Expires 9/31/2018**

&FREE DISPATCH
DIAGNOSIS FEE

Photo by Andy Kanengiser

The Long Beach High Lady Bearcats stepped up their game at Mississippi College’s girls’ hoops camp. Pictured (l to r) are: Head Coach Jed Kanengiser and his Lady Bear-
cats players, who traveled from the Gulf Coast to upgrade their skills on the hardwood at the MC campus June 7-9. Kanengiser is a former Pearl High basketball player. 

Players go to Mississippi College girls basketball camp
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Country Corner       6523  Beatline  road 

Immediately AVAILABLE
Approximately 650 square feet, move in ready.   Good location for 
small retail unit, online store location, barber shop, o�ce space or 
maybe you just need a secure location to store your surplus 
inventories.  

Located on a busy corner at  28th Street and Beatline, only 2 miles 
from the Interstate. All tenants in the complex are stable, having 
been in business at this location for over three years. Come join our 
business community… at 6523 Beatline Road, Unit D.

For more information, please call Southern Way Realty at 
228-214-9674.

Ron Robertson, Ward One Alder-
man, championed the use of golf 
carts and “low speed vehicles” 
(LSV) on city streets before the 
election a year ago.
Neighbors and friends had asked, 

“Why not take advantage of the 
laid-back beach and resort ambi-
ance in Long Beach like other 
coast cities are doing? “Besides, 
we already see people riding them 
like motorcycles.”
Since Mississippi is one of four 

states without a state law regu-
lating the use of LSVs on public 
roads, the City attorney advised to 
petition the State legislature ask-
ing permission for the City to pro-
vide regulations. The permission 
was granted by House Bill No. 
1662 in February 2018.
The next step was to craft a set of 

workable regulations into a City 
ordinance. After many discussions 
among the aldermen and City 
attorney, Long Beach Ordinance 
636 was drawn up and passed 
July 23, 2018, making it legal to 

By Fred Weller operate LSVs on designated city 
streets. The ordinance can be 
obtained in hard copy at the Long 
Beach City Clerk’s offi ce in City 
Hall or electronically from the 
City’s web page.
A recent unscientifi c survey of 

merchants along Jeff Davis Ave-
nue supported the presence of 
LSVs as a mean to increase pub-
lic awareness to the area and draw 
attention to the businesses. While 
all opinions were favorable, safety 
concerns were expressed regard-
ing the low-profi le vehicles and 
their visibility in moving traffi c.
Robertson reminds owners and 

operators of LSVs, “This Long 
Beach ordinance addresses some 
of these concerns. The City can 
now require safety items to be 
installed on any golf cart driv-
en on city streets. The ordinance 
also requires that the person has 
at least a learner’s permit and a 
minimum amount of insurance 
coverage. The local police depart-
ment now has some guidance and 
an ordinance they can refer to for 
enforcing certain safety equip-

Golf carts take to city streets in Long Beach
ment and other things required for 
the use of golf carts. 
Robertson continues, “If you 

desire to use a golf cart in the City 
of Long Beach on certain streets, 
you must have your golf cart 
inspected and an offi cial sticker 
on the left rear fender. The police 
department will inspect your golf 
cart and issue the sticker for a one-
time fee of $50. This decal is good 
for the life of the vehicle if the 
same owner owns the vehicle.”
The authorized streets are south 

of the railroad and north of High-
way 90, between Lang Avenue on 
the west and Beach View on the 
east. 
“If you violate the terms of the 

ordinance, you will be subject to 
being ticketed and fi ned,” Robert-
son said.
Citizens can use golf carts to go 

downtown, visit City Hall, restau-
rants, and other stores located 
within the allowable use zone 
described in the ordinance. 
“Golf carts are an economical 

means of transportation,” said 
Robertson. 

• Have your golf cart inspected and 
a decal on the left rear fender before 
driving on city streets. 

• No driving of LSVs will be permitted 
on Railroad Street or Highway 90.
 
• LSVs are prohibited on any street 
with a speed limit above 35 mph ex-
cept in the authorized areas.
 
• LSVs are permitted only on city 
streets approved by City ordinances. 
 
• An LSV is considered a motor vehi-
cle, and all traffi c laws and fi nes apply, 
including offenses such as DUI and 
reckless driving. 
 
• Be considerate of vehicles around 
you and allow faster vehicles to pass, 
keeping as far to the right as possible. 
 
• No riding on sidewalks. 
  
• All safety equipment must be prop-
erly maintained at all times, or traffi c 
tickets/fi nes may apply. 
 
• When operating an LSV, you must 
have your driver’s license and vehicle 
insurance information with you at all 
times.

Things to remember:

I’m familiar with your neighborhood 
and can offer great tips to help you 
buy or sell a home. Call Me!!

Family
Growing
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